
 

The impact of climate change on mental health (but will mental health be
discussed at Copenhagen?)

   
   
   
Abstract:

Climate change will shortly be assuming centre stage when Copenhagen hosts the United Nations Climate
Change Conference in early December 2009. In Copenhagen, delegates will discuss the international
response to climate change (i.e. the ongoing increase in the Earth's average surface temperature) and the
meeting is widely viewed as the most important of its kind ever held (http://en.cop15.dk/). International
agreement will be sought on a treaty to replace the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. At the time of writing it is not
known whether agreement will be reached on the main issues of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and
financing the impacts of climate change, and it appears that the impact of climate change on mental health
is unlikely to be on the agenda. We discuss here how climate change could have consequences for global
mental health and consider the implications for future research and policy.
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Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker, Researcher

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal, Rural

Geographic Location:  
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Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury, Mental Health/Stress

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Mood Disorder, Schizophrenia/Delusional Disorder

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Policy/Opinion

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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